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Pr es id en t ’s  Messag e  
Dew ey S. L a u g h l in , Pr es id en t   

 

32nd Annual Meet ing—A Must  !!! 
     Thursday, June 15 (1:30—4:30 pm)  
 
I f YOU value YOUR business and family, then YOU will make time to be present for one of the 
most important meetings in over three decades for Ohio’s operators.  YOUR presence should be 
paramount as Thursday, June 15 will provide YOU with a first-hand perspective of what is looming 
on the horizon.  EVERY operator doing business in Ohio should take a mere three (3) hours out of a 
twenty-four (24) day to learn what is coming down the track at a break-neck speed. 
 
You’ve already received several announcements as to the pertinent details; namely, Meeting will be 
at the Miidwest Conference Center & Hotel, 4900 Sinclair Rd. (I -71, Exit 116).  YOU and YOUR key 
personnel should NOT allow anything to deter YOU from personally being present.  (At the conclu-
sion of the meeting there will be a FREE Reception so that you can exchange ideas and network 
with your colleagues.  Registration, while FREE, is required/necessary for planning purposes.  Call 
the OCMA office NOW to reserve YOUR space.) 
 
In 1974, I  clearly remember going around with my father while he ran our route.  The big thing that 
comes to mind was the location had sixty-five (65) wall boxes.  My job was to change the title strips 
on all of them..  This was my introduction to the coin machine business.  1974 was also the same 
year that the OCMA was organized by a few far-sighted operators.  Today OCMA has evolved into 
THE one best defense against those selfish interests who could care less about our small, family-
oriented industry. 
 
In all of the intervening years, we operators have faced MANY obstacles and challenges.  What 
makes the 2006 challenge so daunting is the very deep financial pockets of those forces determined 
to foist their highly selective “changes” upon Ohioans whether or not they want them.  While we 
can’t compete with them in their free-spending ways, we most certainly CAN compete with any en-
tity when it comes to reaching the people who count (i.e., voters). 
 
You’ve already seen the meeting agenda (1) Election of state-wide officials and members of the 
Ohio General Assembly; 2) Proposed state-wide smoking ban; 3) Slot machines at certain race 
tracks and selected urban areas; 4) Soaring costs of employee benefits; 5) Dart & Pool Tournament 
Charterholder meetings; 6)Miscellaneous items).    
          cont inued on page  2   
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I ow a Shut s Dow n TouchPlay Games 
 

In May Iowa state lawmakers officially pulled the plug on approximately 6400 TouchPlay video games 
that were being run in conjunction with the state lottery.  This action has left Iowa operators with little 
or no immediate recourse. 
 
Originally, state officials pushed for the games to be legalized and regulated as a way of producing addi-
tional tax money for the state.  However, they did an about face and voted to turn the machines off on 
May 5.  Lawmakers reversed their position after strong pressure from anti-gaming forces, which com-
plained that the proliferation of slot machine-like games in locations besides bars represented an unac-
ceptable expansion of gambling in the state.  However, critics of the move say they have also detected  
the influence of corporate casino interests that saw the machines as competition. 
 
Many operators are saying their next step is probably to contact bankruptcy attorneys.  One such opera-
tor stated that the move has left him with $180,000 of debt and no revenue source to pay it off.  Attor-
neys representing many other operators are already moving  forward with dozens of lawsuits against 
the state after lobbying efforts to keep the games on location for another six months failed.  Iowa’s leg-
islative session ended one day before the machines were turned off. 
 
According to one local newspaper, the backlash against the machines resulted from an expansion of the 
original plan by the lottery to place about 4000 machines in bars and fraternal clubs. 
 
One operator stated “Certain people got greedy and all of a sudden the machines were all over the 
place.  They were putting them in ice cream parlors, laundromats, etc.  We had a nice revenue supple-
ment to our existing business, and now we have nothing.”  
 

 

President’s Message (cont inued f rom page 1)  
 
June 15 is YOUR one best opportunity to hear and question knowledgeable/expert speakers.  
Most importantly, YOU will have an opportunity to help devise a workable/practical strategy     
designed to help YOU protect YOUR livelihood. 
 
Please make the time to travel to Columbus - a central location - on June 15.  As readily can be 
seen, the agenda is super-charged with meaning for EVERY operator and for the general public 
which values our industry as one of the last frontiers of affordable entertainment. 
 
I ’m looking forward to personally greeting EACH of YOU on Thursday, June 15.  Let’s make this 
the BEST attended meeting in our proud history. 
 
 
           Sincerely, 
 

       D ewey 
 



3  

 

Low er CD License Fees? 
 

AMOA Jukebox Committee Chairman Russ Mawdsley has reported that a comprehensive survey of the 
U.S. Jukebox market by AMOA points to some possible long-term future changes in the structure and 
price of CD and 45-RPM music licenses. According to Mawdsley, jukebox operators must seek out new 
types of locations as the mom-and-pop tavern market continues to decline.  In addition, he stated, 
“the survey indicated that the industry must react more quickly and more aggressively to compete 
against new entertainment technologies such as iPods and satellite music.”  However, he did admit to 
being surprised by the extent that such technologies has infiltrated the nationwide location base. 

Federal Reserve Announces New  Policy  
 
A new currency circulat ion policy that will help preserve the quality of $5 bills and reduce 
lost sales for members of the coin machine industry has been announced by the 
Federal Reserve.  The new regulations call for the Federal Reserve to perform 
quality testing of $5 bills which will help preserve the quality of notes and pro-
tect against lost sales for the industry. 
 
The policy was published by the  Federal Reserve March 17th and exempted the 
$5 bill from commercial bank testing as the banks apply lower standards than 
the Federal Reserve. 
 

Food for  Thought  
 

Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948), the father of India’s independence,   said the 
worst seven sins of mankind are: Wealth without work; Pleasure without con-
science; Knowledge without character; Commerce without morality; Science 
without humanity; Worship without sacrifice; Politics without principle. 
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2006 OCMA Pool Championships  
 
The 25th Annual OCMA/VNEA State Pool  Tournament was held April 27-30, at the Canton Memorial Civic 
Center.  Over 2,200  Pool Players , representing 24 operators,  competed for over  $58,000 in prizes and 
trophies.  OCMA would like to thank all of the players, officials, volunteers, distributors and operators who 
helped to make the Silver Anniversary tournament an outstanding success. 
 
Over the past 25 years, we have seen the sport of pool achieve overwhelming popularity as well as attain-
ing the respectability it has long deserved.  Starting with 4 teams at our first state tournament, we have 
grown to a total of 430 teams in 2006.  With the help of the Valley-Dynamo Corp., VNEA and all of Ohio’s 
24 charterholders, Ohio has one of the strongest Valley Pool League Programs in the country. 

 
Below you will find a listing of the top 5 winners in each category.  For a complete listing of all 
winners and tournament photos go to OCMA’s website at w w w .the-ocma.org.      

OPEN DIVISION 
 
A Division: 
1st Place - Soggy Bottom Boys 
                   (Bell Music Co)  
2nd Place - Road Runners 
                   (Hughes Music) 
 3rd Place - Harr is Horses 
                    (Shaffer Services) 
4th Place -  Cornfed Reds #1 
                    (Shaffer Services) 
5th Place -  Razzles #2—Kett 
                    (Shaffer Services) 
 
AA Division: 
1st Place -  Caddyshak IV 
                     (Lorain Music) 
 2nd Place - Br ierwood 
                     (B & M Amusements)  
3rd Place -  Homestead #3 
                     (Shaffer Services) 
4th Place -   Fiddlestix - Moecia 
                      (Elum Music) 
5th Place -    Slammers 
                      (Shaffer Amusement) 

 
 

LADIES DIVISION 
 

A Division: 
1st Place -   Madison Gir ls 
                     (Ohio Vending) 
 2nd Place - Spor tsmen’s Break-N-Out                          
                     (Shaffer Services)  
3rd Place -   BJ’s Ballbusters 
                     (Elum Music Co) 
4th Place -   Budapest—Schulte 
                     (Alexander Music Co) 
5th Place -   Taylorsville Vixens 
                      (Gold Coin Amusement) 
 
AA Division: 
1st Place– Players Gir ls 
                   (Shaffer Services);  
2nd Place - Nicely Stacked-Goens 
                    (Shaffer Amusement) 
 3rd Place - O’Malley’s 
                     (Shaffer Services) 
4th Place -   Spor tsmen’s L il Rips 
                     (Shaffer Services) 
5th Place -   Tommy’s #7—Vandervor t 
                       (M & G Services) 
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Pool 2006 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

An Overview  of  t he Act ivit y  
at  t he Cant on Civic Cent er  

Apr il  27-30, 2006 

Gregg Elliot t  ( center)  VNEA Ex-
ecut ive Direct or  accept s t he 
2006 OCMA Mer it or ious Service 
Aw ard on behalf  of  t he Valley-
Dynamo Corp.  OCMA 1st  Vice 
President  Mike Fow ler ( r)and 
OCMA Execut ive Vice President  
David P Corey ( l)  congrat ulat e 
Gregg.  

VNEA “ Speed Pool”  Qualif ier w as 
a big hit  in Cant on. 
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OCMA Charterholders  
receive t heir  25th -  Silver  
Anniversary -  Cert if icate  
of  Appreciat ion. 

Pool Tournament  
staffers put  in long 
days making certain 
everything ran 
smoothly. 
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Happy 
Winners 
 Galore! 
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For addit ional 
pict ures and 
highl ight s 
visit  OCMA’s 
w ebsit e at     

  w w w .the-ocma.org 
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Warning -  New  Credit  Card Scam  

 
This scam is pretty slick since the crooks provide YOU with all the information, except the one piece 
they want.  Note, the callers do not ask for your card number; they already have it.  This informa-
tion is worth reading.  By understanding how the VISA & MasterCard  telephone credit card scam 
works you will be better prepared to protect yourself and to alert your customers. 
 
The scam works like this:  Person calling says, “This is (name) and I ’m calling from the Security and 
Fraud Department at VISA.  My badge number is 12460.  Your card has been flagged for an unusual 
purchase pattern and I ’m calling to verify.  This would be on your VISA card which was issued by 
(name of bank).  Did you purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device for $497.99 from a Marketing 
company based in Arizona?”  When you say “No”, the caller continues with, “Then we will be issuing 
a credit to your account.  This is a company we have been watching and the charges range from 
$297 to $497, just under the $500 purchase pattern that flags most cards.  Before your next state-
ment, the credit will be sent to (gives you your address), is that correct?” 
 
You say “Yes”.  The caller continues  - “I  will be starting a Fraud investigation.  I f you have any 
questions, you should call the 1-800 number listed on the back of your card (1-800-VISA) and ask 
for Security.    You will need to refer to this Control Number.  The caller then gives you a 6 digit 
number.  “Do you need me to read it again?”  Now, here is the I MPORTANT part on how the scam 
works.  The caller then says, “I  need to verify you are in possession of your card”.  He will then ask 
you to “turn you card over and look for some numbers”.  There are 7 numbers; the first 4 are part 
of your card number, the next 3 are the security numbers that verify you are the possessor of the 
card.  These are the numbers you sometimes use to make Internet purchases to prove you have the 
card,  The caller will ask you to read the 3 numbers to him. 
 
After you tell the caller the 3 numbers, he’ll say, “That is correct.  I  just needed to verify that the 
card has not been lost or stolen, and that you still have your card.  Do you have any other ques-
tions?”  After you say “No”, the caller then thanks you and states, “Don’t hesitate to call back if you 
do,” and hangs up. 
 
You actually say very little, and they never ask for or tell you the Card  number.  What the scam-
mers want is the 3 digit PIN number on the back of the card.  Don’t give it to them.  Instead, tell 
them you will call VISA or MasterCard directly for a verification of their conversation with you.  Nei-
ther VISA or MasterCard  ever ask for anything on the card as they already have that information.  
I f you give the scammers your 3 Digit Pin Number, thinking you will be receiving a credit, you’ll find 
that by the time you receive your statement there will be charges for purchases you didn’t make, 
and by then it’s almost too late and/or more difficult to actually file a fraud report. 
 
Not e:  We used VISA as the example in this report, however, the exact word by word scam is used 
when the caller says he/she is from MasterCard.  
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OHIO COIN MACHINE ASSOCIATION 
3757 Indianola Ave.  

Columbus, OH  43214-3753 
614/784-9772  *  FAX 614/784-9771 

 
E-mail ocma@the-ocma.org 
Web site  www.the-ocma.org 
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STRAI GHT TALK 
Of f icial Publicat ion of  the 

Ohio Coin Machine Associat ion 
 

Execut ive Commit t ee 
  
 Dewey Laughlin               President 
  Michael Fowler           1st Vice President 
  James Bremer                   2nd Vice President 
  David A. George           Secretary 
  Rodney Stebelton                         Treasurer 
  Sean Richards                     Board Chair 
 
                  Directors  
 James Comella   Phillip Elum  
  Andy Shaffer                        Kerry Shaffer 
  Larry Van Brackel         William Westerhaus              
         Michael Zappa 
 
                            Staf f  
 David Corey       Executive Vice President 
  Judith Martin     Executive Director 
  Kimberly Corey    Administrative Assistant 
  Susan Haley  Secretary 

 

2006 Calendar of  Events 
 

June 15      OCMA’s 32nd  Annual Meeting  Columbus 

 

June 30      Deadline for submitting Scholarship Applications 

 

Sept. 27-29           AMOA Expo                             Las Vegas 

 

June 15t h  

Annual Meet ing, Have 

You Regist ered ? 
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