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ON THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 2007 
THE ONLY PLACE FOR YOU TO BE IS COLUMBUS!! 

 
Have you reserved Thursday, June 14th to be in Columbus for OCMA’s 33rd Annual 
Meeting?  If not, do so today.  Complete the enclosed FREE registration form and return 
to OCMA, 3757 Indianola Ave., Columbus, OH  43214. 
 
The meeting will be held at the Midwest Hotel & Conference Center, 4900 Sinclair Rd., 
( I-71/Exit 116 (Morse Rd.)) Columbus, Ohio (1-614-846-0300).  Activities will begin at 
1:30 PM with the Pool and Dart Charterholders meeting.  The Annual Meeting will follow 
immediately afterwards. 
 
 Speakers and Timely Topics include (but not limited to):  
 

  AMOA President Howard Cole     

  A Leading Member of the Ohio General Assembly   

  Several Attorneys will discuss the 3 Smoking Ban Lawsuits 

  Review of Smoking Ban Rules/Regulations 

  Proposed Expansion of the Ohio Lottery into electronic Keno  
        in Bars 

  Proposed Games of Skill Pre-certification Legislation  
                 (In discussion stages—no legislation introduced yet) 

 
Reception:  4:30 PM—ALL registrants are invited to attend!  No Charge.  Enjoy beverage, 
good food and networking after a day of learning and deciding about what lies ahead for 
Ohio’s Co-Op Industry.   Many changes to loom over our industry—both YOU and YOUR 
Key Staff need to be present at this important session. 
 

There is no cost to attend this important meeting but  
Pre-registration is required for planning purposes.  
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Musikpac Needs YOU!!! 
 

Term limits have made a dramatic  impact on the makeup of the Ohio General Assembly.  Every 
general election brings many new legislators to the 33 member Senate and 99 member House 
of Representatives. 
 
With your help the OCMA staff can continue to make every effort to get to know  every new leg-
islator and to renew relationships with those who are not term-limited. 
 
As you can well imagine, invitations to their fund raising events continue to arrive at the OCMA 
office weekly.  In the political arena, the work is never done and we must be ever vigilant. 
 
Now, we need to replenish OCMA’s pac fund - Musikpac.  We ask that  you contribute $200, 
$100, $50, or whatever you deem appropriate.  All donations must be by personal check.  (Ohio 
law prohibits PAC contributions by corporate check.)  Checks should be made payable to:  
Musikpac and sent to the OCMA office at 3757 Indianola Ave., Columbus, OH  43214-3753. 
 
Should you have any questions or other fund-raising suggestions contact OCMA Executive Vice 
President David Corey at 614-784-9772. 
 
Your continued support is appreciated. 
 
 

Looking for a Few Good People 
 

OCMA’s 2007 Nominating Committee (Sean Richards, Chair; Members: Bill Westerhaus, Jim 
Bremer and Andy Shaffer) is presently seeking candidates for the four Director positions that 
will be elected at the Thursday, June 14th Annual Meeting.  Terms run for three years.  If you 
are interested in being considered for one of these responsible position, or know of another 
qualified member you feel should be considered, please call the OCMA office and talk to 
David Corey or Judy Martin. 
 
Directors whose terms end in 2007 are: James Comella (Cadillac Music, Cleveland), Phillip 
N. Elum (Elum Music Co., Massillon). Kerry Shaffer (Shaffer Amusement Co., Dayton), and 
Michael A. Zappa (Lorain Music, Crestline). 
 
Continuing Directors until their terms end in 2008 are: Michael Fowler (W-K Music, Co-
lumbus), David A. George (Bell Music Co., Akron), Andy Shaffer (Shaffer Services, Colum-
bus), and Rodney Stebelton (Stebelton Music & Vending, Lancaster). 
 
Continuing Directors until their terms end in 2009 are:  James Bremer (Bremer Vending, 
Toledo), Dewey S. Laughlin (Laughlin Music & Vending, Athens), Larry Van Brackel (A. Van 
Brackel & Sons, Defiance), and William Westerhaus (Pioneer Vending, Cincinnati). 
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2007 Membership Roll of Honor   
 

The following additional OCMA members have paid their 2007 membership dues as of April 20th  
and have been placed on the  2007 Membership Roll of Honor (see Jan/Feb ‘07 and Nov/Dec.06 

KEEPING ATTUNED editions for reports #1 and #2): 
 
  Associated Vending (Steve Robinson, Cincinnati)   
  B & B Music (Evan & Gregg Brown, Cleveland) 
  Big City Vending (John Rizek, Columbus) 
  C & C Amusement (Mike Gibbel, Richmond, IN) 
  Decker Shuffleboard (Lou Decker, Sr., Toledo)   
  Horizon Music & Games, Inc. (Dennis R. Hilligan, Cincinnati)                        
  R. L. Hull & Sons, Inc. (Beverly Hull, Mt. Vernon) 

      J & S Electronics (Mike Musser, St. Marys) 
       Lake City Amusement (Robert Abraham, Cleveland) 
       Maysville Automatic Music Co. (Clorinda Caproni, Ripley) 
       Point Vending (Darrell Wolford, Huntsville) 
       Thomas Music & Games, Inc. (Dan Thomas, Marion)   
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Should We Raise A Glass to  
Higher Liquor Sales? 

 
Rae Ann Estep, former superintendent of  Ohio’s Division of Liquor Control, re-
ported that for the eighth consecutive year Ohio’s liquor sales reached a record 
level - $655.7 million in calendar year 2006.  That sales figure is 7.2% higher 
than the previous record of $611.5 million in 2005. 
 
Ms Estep said Ohio’s steady increase in liquor dollar sales during the past eight 
years is “mostly due to increases in product prices, a continuation of the trend of 
consumers buying more premium-priced products, and a rise in the level of con-
sumption.” 
 

Election Day - Tuesday, May 8 
 

Primary election day is Tuesday, May 8th!  Don’t forget to vote  - find out who your friends 
are on the local and regional levels and show your support by voting!  Also, don’t forget to 
vote on the many issues on the ballot. 
 
Remember, every vote counts. It is a right our forefathers fought for so let’s not throw it 
away. 
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SB 125 Has First Hearing 

 
SB 125 - Race Track Telecast Wagering (Stivers, S) had its first hearing in the Senate Finance 
Committee on April 17.  If passed, this measure would authorize wagering at a horse race track 
on horse races that are telecast via an instant racing system. 
 
Senator Stivers testified that this bill makes instant racing available at Ohio’s seven commercial 
horse racetracks.  He noted that instant racing is not simulcast because it isn’t a live race.  Termi-
nals are set up at the racetracks where patrons can bet on prerecorded races.  He said neither 
the horses nor the race is identified but certain handicapping information is provided.  Because 
each terminal has about 30,000 races. He said, “It is unlikely anyone would get the same race.”  
“This does not expand gambling in the state, it merely makes another horseracing product avail-
able.” 
 
Stivers said 88 percent of the bets would go back to the bettors with the other 12 percent being 
the permit holder’s commission.  However, that commission would be distributed as follows: 
 
 20 percent of the 12 percent is paid to the tax commissioner 
 80 percent of the 12 percent is the net commission of the permit holder 
 19 percent of the net commission is allocated to the permit holder’s purse 
 50 percent of this is designated by the Ohio division of the Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective  
      Association for either of the following:  Horsemen’s Health and Benevolence programs or the Ohio 
      Thoroughbred Race Fund.   
 50 percent may be designated by the Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association for Horsemen’s Health 

and Benevolent programs, the Ohio Standard Bred Development Fund or Ohio Fairs Fund 
 
No more than one percent is designated to the State Racing Commission and the track retains the re-
mainder of the net commission. 
 
Senator Stivers went on to say that a substitute bill is being drafted that would allocate funds to the PASS-
PORT program in the same manner that funds are currently allocated. 
 
Stivers stated that this bill will help revive the horse industry in Ohio.  Also, the Ohio Racing Commission 
will oversee the instant racing terminals. 
 
Senator Carey, Committee Chair,  said all testimony would be heard the week of April 23rd.  OCMA will 
continue to monitor this bill to assess its potential impact upon our industry which continues to struggle. 
 
 
 
 
 

   We could learn a lot from crayons: some are sharp, some  
   are pretty, some are dull, some have weird names, and all  
   are different colors but they all have to learn to live in the  
   same box. 
       -Unknown 
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Invite a Non-Member to Join OCMA 
 

You can help your association by using the enclosed membership application to sign-up a  
non-member operator this year.  There is strength in numbers.  Our 2007 goal  - Every Ohio 
Operator an OCMA Member. 
 
If you need assistance itemizing all the reasons why it pays to belong to OCMA call and our 
staff will help you prepare a list for your use in talking to non-members. 

Concealed Handgun Law Update 
 

HB 347 became effective March 14, 2007.  The bill changed several items in the Concealed 
Weapon Carry program.  The Concealed Carry Law pamphlet has been revised to reflect the 
changes and, along with revised CCW applications and the CCW worksheet, has been posted 
on the Attorney General’s website. 
 
Some changes include an increase in the fee from $45.00 to $55.00, a five year license re-
newal up from four years, changes to the requirements for carrying in a motor vehicle and 
clarification of hours that the sheriff must be open for CCW applications.   
 
To access the Attorney General’s website for copies of the changes or a complete copy of the 
law go to www.ag.state.oh.us then click on the Concealed Carry  Law link. 

 
U.S. Mint Issues Flawed $1 Coins 

 
The U.S. Mint in Philadelphia has admitted to producing an unknown number of flawed 
George Washington $1 coins that escaped detection and, to the delight of coin collectors, 
began circulating in January.   The defective coins were struck without their “edge in-
cused” (punched) inscriptions, which are the national mottos �(���3�O�X�U�L�E�X�V���8�Q�X�P��and �,�Q���* �R�G��
�: �H���7�U�X�V�W, the year and the mintmark. 
 
According to the Associated Press, the first faulty coins appeared on eBay and commanded 
prices as high as $600, but enough have now turned up to bring the market value down to 
around $50. 
 
In March, Mint officials reported that more than 300 million of the new Washington coins had 
been struck to date; the total number of flawed samples is unknown. 
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�� �� �� ��ISSUES UPDATE AS OF APRIL  
The following is a brief update on a number of important issues affecting Ohio’s coin machine 
industry: 
 
1)  Smoking. 
 

Lawsuit.  OCMA is working with its hospitality coalition partners regarding a potential lawsuit 
when the state’s enforcement rules go into affect.  More than likely, JCARR will validate the 
rules on April 16, with an effective date in mid-May.  The current proposed rules mirror the law 
that was passed by voters last November that allowed a very narrow exemption for some pri-
vate clubs.  To qualify for this smoking exception, the club MUST have a D-4 permit (no other 
type of liquor permit)(, only members and adults may be present in the building AND it must be 
a free-standing building (no strip mall clubs).  As OCMA proceeds with a legal strategy, we will 
keep you informed. 

 
Legislation.  There has been “luke-warm” support from legislators to change the state’s smoking 

policy.  Most have stated that we must prove to them that business has decreased. We are 
suggesting that accurate data be collected on all levels to demonstrate the negative affects the 
ban has on Ohio’s already struggling small business sector of the economy. 

 
OCMA Dart & Pool Tournaments.  We received some disappointing news yesterday from the 

Mayor of Canton - they will NOT allow our tournament participants to smoke during the April 
Tournaments this year.  She apologized but stated with the increase in public awareness 
about this issue, the City has been forced to abide by the new law. 

 
2)  Games of Skill. 
 

Court Cases.  A number of cases are scheduled for review in the next few weeks.  In the mean-
time, “status quo” is where we currently stand. 

 
Legislation.  There has been talk about regulating “games of skill” in the forms of certification or 

licensure.  Currently OCMA is engaged in preliminary discussions with various interested par-
ties regarding this strategy.  However, no immediate action is currently planned. 

 
�� )  KENO in Bars.  The “rumor of the day” includes the Ohio Lottery planning to introduce Electronic 
Keno in Bars as early as this summer.  As OCMA continues to assess the viability of this issue with the 
Ohio Lottery Commission, we recommend that each member contact the new Ohio Lottery Director 
(Michael Dolan at 216/787-3200) and voice your concerns to this proposal.  According to operators in 
the State of Michigan, they experienced a 30% average decline in coin machine revenues when elec-
tronic Keno was introduced in Michigan bars. 
 
4) OCMA Annual Meeting.  Mark your calendar now for Thursday, June 14.  OCMA’s 33rd  
Annual Meeting plans to be full of information on the above topics with major decisions being made 
concerning Dart/Pool Tournaments, Smoking Ban, Games of Skill, Keno in Bars and many  other  
issues facing Ohio’s coin-op industry. 
 
As always, if you have questions, please contact the OCMA office at 614/784-9772.   
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�� �� ��OCMA — YOUR ASSOCIATION 

The dictionary defines “association” as “an organization of persons having a common interest.”  
OCMA has served Ohio’s—and the nation’s— coin-op community and the general public faith-
fully and dependably with integrity for over three decades. Widely acclaimed as a model for 
other trade associations, OCMA continues to this date as an innovative and steadfast leader 
who will not rest on its laurels. 
 
Today, once again, we stand at the threshold of another cycle in our industry.  Unfortunately, 
there is no status quo in this struggle - the coin-op community must move forward or regress 
to mediocrity.  The pace of electronic innovation and crippling legislation are only two of the 
many challenges confronting EVERY ONE OF YOU no matter how insulated you may feel 
in your locale. 
 
The most effective  - proven  -  way for YOU to rise to the occasion is to be an ACTIVE PAR-
TICIPANT:  
 
1. By continuing as a dues-paying member  (OCMA & MUSIKPAC). 
 
2. By attending meetings to learn, listen, share and speak out with your ideas/suggestions. 
 
3. By becoming a leader in your community and contributing to the common good. 
 
4. By knowing/communicating with the appropriate public authorities and acquainting them  
      with the many contributions our industry makes to the economy and to many worthy  
     causes. 
 
5. By telling/convincing any non-member* you know to join the fight to maintain the solvency /

viability of our respective businesses. 
 
One final word:  YOUR physical presence at OCMA’s 33rd Annual Meeting is imperative to its 
success.  EVERY voice needs to be heard as we review, discuss and prepare action/
contingency plans for the difficult legislative (i.e., Columbus, Washington, etc) times that lie 
ahead.  As James Thurber, a noted Ohio humorist and home-spun philosopher, once said, 
“Let us not look back in anger or forward in fear, but around in awareness.” 
 

SEE YOU IN COLUMBUS, Thursday, June 14. 
 
*In the event a non-member needs more specific reasons to join, here are just a few that will 
bring returns far in excess of their annual dues: 
 
         -Legislative Monitoring Service     -Company Retirement Plans    -Bi-Monthly Newsletter  
         -Workers Comp Group Rating Plan    -Special Bulletins     -Health Care Insurance Plans 
         -State Pool League Tournament     -Research Projects     -State Dart League Tournament   
         -Employee Retirement Plans     -Annual Meeting     -Technical Training Programs 
         -Management Training Programs     -Legislative Protection    -Legal Information Clearing House 
         -Preferred provider programs     -Fuel Savings Program 
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OHIO COIN MACHINE ASSOCIATION 
3757 Indianola Ave.  

Columbus, OH  43214-3753 
614/784-9772  *  FAX 614/784-9771 

 
E-mail ocma@the-ocma.org 
Web site  www.the-ocma.org 
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Executive Committee 
  

 Dewey Laughlin               President 
  Michael Fowler           1st Vice President 
  James Bremer                   2nd Vice President 
  David A. George           Secretary 
  Rodney Stebelton                         Treasurer 
  Sean Richards                     Board Chair 
 
                  Directors  
 James Comella   Phillip Elum  
  Andy Shaffer                        Kerry Shaffer 
  Larry Van Brackel         William Westerhaus              
         Michael Zappa 
 
                            Staff 
 David Corey       Executive Vice President 
  Judith Martin     Executive Director 
  Kimberly Corey    Administrative Assistant 
  Susan Haley  Secretary 
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