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 Super 30t h Celebrat ion !!!  By Sean Richards, OCMA President   
 

I f you were on hand for OCMA’s 30th Anniversary Celebration on August 12-13 at the Columbus Hilton at Easton 
Town Center you need read no farther.  I t you were  not present, you certainly missed one of our finest overall 
events.  Beginning on Thursday with the OCMA-Ed Shaffer Golf outing (twenty participated on a gorgeous day), 
continuing on to an evening reception honoring OCMA’s Past Presidents and Guardian Angels and then followed 
by an ample dinner before the evening ended with a drawing for over $3,000 in various prizes. 
 
Friday’s Annual Meeting had MANY highlights (1) Election of these Directors:  James Comella, Phillip N. Elum, 
David A. George, Sean Richards and Michael A. Zappa; (2) A thoughtful address by AMOA Treasurer Jim 
Pietrangelo; (3) Detailed legislative report from OCMA Exec. VP David Corey; (4) Lively discussion prior to unani-
mous adoption of the Resolution regarding preservation of the industry’s four-tier distribution system; and (5) 
The final part  of the Three-part unique Marketing Symposium geared specifically for street operators. 
 
So that you might better appreciate the significance and magnitude of our 30th Anniversary Celebration a 
goodly portion of this St raight  Talk is devoted to pictorial coverage of August 12-13 - an inspiring and histori-
cal two days devoted to Education, Networking and Strategy. 

 

 
Taf t  Signs Workers’ Compensat ion Bill   

 
Governor Taft has signed Substitute House Bill 223 into law.  The bill, sponsored by Representative Bob Gibbs (R-
Lakeville), aims to curb substance abuse in the workplace by specifying conditions under which chemical testing of 
an employee may establish a rebuttable presumption that the employee’s injury was caused by use of alcohol or an 
un-prescribed controlled substance.  Thus, shifting the burden of proof to the worker, who must provide evidence 
that the injury was not caused by drugs or alcohol.  
 
As part of the legislation, the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation will provide all employers with a written notice 
that must be posted and that will be on the bottom of your certificate of coverage.  The notice informs employees 
they may NOT be eligible for workers’ compensation benefits if they are injured while intoxicated or under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance not prescribed by the employee’s physician.  The law takes effect on October 13, 
2004.  Therefore, it may be applied to claims for dates of injury no earlier than October 13 or whenever written no-
tice is posted, whichever date is later.  You must  conspicuously post  this w rit ten not ice in a place view able 
by employees; fai lure to do so may result  in your company forfeit ing i t s r ights to protect ion under HB 
223. 
 
On page 15 you will find BWC’s recommendations for a written substance abuse policy.  Remember, a written policy 
not only serves as a deterrent, but it will also protect your company from legal liabilities related to testing while at 
the same time protecting your employees’ rights and ultimately, their safety at work. 
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 2004 Membership Roll of  Honor Repor t  #  7 
 

As of August 23, 2004 the following additional OCMA members have paid 2004 Membership Dues 
and have been placed on the Membership Roll  of  Honor: 
 
           Lake Cit y Amusement  (Robert Abraham, Cleveland) 

                    R. L. Music, I nc.  (William Kurland, University Hts.) 
                   WRG Services (Jim Penza & Mike Stevenson, Willoughby) 
 

See December, ‘03, and January, February, March, April June, July, 2004 issues of St raight  Talk for those 
members who have paid there 2004 dues. 

Have You Changed Your  Records? 
 

As repor ted, ef fect ive May 24, 2004 OCMA’s new  address , phone, et c. are as follow s: 
Please correct  your  records if  you st i l l  haven’t  done so. 
 

Ohio Coin Machine Associat ion 
3757 I ndianola Ave. 

Columbus, OH   
43214-3753 

Phone:  614-784-9772   Fax:  614-784-9771  
 
E-mail and w eb site remain unchanged. 

                 2004-05 Pool and Dart  I nformat ion         
                  Mailed and Tournament  Dates Set  
              
Mark your calendar now and notify your league coordinators of the 2005 Pool and Dart  Tournament  
dates. 
 
The OCMA Dart  & Foosball Tournament will be held Apr il 1-3.  The OCMA Pool Team Tournament will 
be held Apr il 21-24. 
 
The 2004-05 League Seasons information was sent to all OCMA members on August 25-26.  Those firms 
planning to participate in this season’s program should take the time to carefully review all of the items 
received.  I f you have questions, call David or Kim Corey at 614-784-9772.  Please note Pool Charter-
holder Applicat ion/ Survey (and your check) are due in the OCMA office no later than September 
24th.   Dart Charterholder Application/Survey (and check) are due no later than October 15th. 
 
Don’t  forget  t he 2004 Singles Pool Tournament  is Oct ober 8-10 in Canton. 
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LATE BREAKI NG NEWS    

 
Smoking Ban Opponents Turn I n Pet it ions 
 
* Toledo bar owners turned in over 16,000 petition signatures just before Monday's deadline to get a 
smoking ban amendment on the November ballot.  Toledo City Council clerks counted the signatures, then 
forwarded the petitions to the Lucas County Board of Elections for verification. Bar owners needed nearly 
9,500 valid signatures from registered Toledo voters to put the issue on the ballot.  Bar owners propose 
amending the smoking ban to exempt bowling centers and bingo halls, restaurants with fewer than ten 
employees, and bars that derive less than 35% of their business from food sales. 
 
Toledo City Council is expected to take up the smoking ban amendment at its August 10th meeting. I f 
council members reject the amendment, then the issue goes on the November ballot. I f council passes the 
amendment, then it becomes law and no public vote is necessary. A compromise amendment is also pos-
sible, but bar owners say they expect council members to let the issue go to the ballot if enough signa-
tures are verified. 
 
Bar owners call it a business issue, because they say Toledo establishments have suffered economically 
because of the smoking ban. Bar owners contend customers are going to the suburbs, where there is no 
smoking ban in place and even went to nearby Michigan communities.          
 
* Columbus City Council has voted to put the smoking ban issue on the November ballot after bar owners 
and the Can the Ban group forced the council vote through its petition drive.  3,000 valid signatures were 
required to put the issue on the ballot and the group turned in 15,000 signatures.  The issue will be on 
the November 2nd ballot. 
 
* Brunsw ick cigarette smokers used to lighting up at the city’s athletic fields may have to snuff out those 
cigarettes next year if city council passes a resolution that outlaws smoking at all city ball fields. The reso-
lution was suggested by at-large councilman David Wadsworth who said that several parents have com-
plained to him about the number of people smoking in the stands at Mooney Park as they watch their chil-
dren play ball.   The City Parks and Recreation Director stated that if this resolution is to be created it 
must apply to all fields, including the city’s soccer complex.  Currently smoking is prohibited at all of the 
fields in the Brunswick City School District but all those fields are owned by the school board and games 
are usually monitored by police.  City Parks, however, would be nearly impossible to monitor, not to men-
tion the costs associated with doing that. 
 
* Cleveland Mayor Jane Campbell suggested on August 20 that an advisory panel that recommended a 
smoking ban in the city’s bars, restaurants and workplaces could share research support-
ing the ban with the council and the public.  She stated that she supports the ban but 
doesn’t want the issue to divide the council or the community. 
 
 
    
 



Page 4 

Wit h Deepest  Sympat hy 
 
The OCMA Officers, Directors, Staff and Membership extend their deepest sympathy to the families of: 
 
Beat r ice K. Hughes, owner of Hughes Music Company, Springfield.   Mrs. Hughes passed away unex-
pectedly on Monday, August 16 in Mercy Medical Center. In addition to her grandson, OCMA President 
Sean Richards, she is survived by three daughters, Kay, Anne and Joan, one sister, two brothers, six 
grandchildren and numerous great-grandchildren. 
 
 
Mar ian A. “ Midge”  Westerhaus, mother of OCMA Director and Past President Bill Westerhaus 
(Pioneer Vending, Cincinnati), Terrence Westerhaus, Nancy Baxter and the late Tom Westerhaus.  Mrs. 
Westerhaus (80) passed away August 26th. Funeral Mass was held on August 28th at St. Martin of Tours 
Church.  Memorials may be sent to the Benevolent Care Fund, Mercy Franciscan at West Park, PO Box 
58532, Cincinnati, OH  45263-1700. 
 
 
Janet  M. Giaimo, wife of Frank Giaimo (Amusements Plus) of Lakewood who passed away August 
26th.   In addition to her husband, Mrs. Giaimo is survived by daughters: Mary Ellen Lawrence, Jane 
Hunter and Mary Giaimo, son Frank, and three grandchildren.   Funeral Mass was held August 30 at St. 
Luke Church.   
 
 
 
 
 

Are You Registered t o Vote? ? ?   
 

The deadline to register to vote in the November General Election is Monday, October 4th.  I f you’re 
NOT registered, you can do so at any county board of elections, Secretary of State’s office, branch 
registration offices/ locations established by a board of elections, any office of the Bureau of Motor Ve-
hicles, public libraries, county treasurers’ offices, or any public high or vocational school. 

 
Ohioans will vote for US President, US Senator, US Representative, 16 State 
Senators, 99 State Representatives, plus many local offices and issues. 
 
Remember, YOU cannot vote on November 2nd unless YOU are registered.   
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Pet ro, Ohio Lot tery Join Forces  
t o License and Monitor  Bingo 

 
Attorney General Jim Petro has announced that his office signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Ohio Lottery Commission that transfers the administration of charitable bingo licensing and monitoring re-
sponsibilities to the Ohio Lottery. 
 
The licensing of Charitable Bingo is a natural fit for the Ohio Lottery, which has been licensing lottery retailers 
since 1974. The lottery will draw upon its existing licensing resources and infrastructure to administer charita-
ble bingo licenses. The change is expected to improve efficiencies and allow for better overall accounting of 
money raised for charitable purposes. When the required administrative duties are fully functional, the 
memorandum calls for the attorney general's office to pay the Ohio Lottery Commission $1.2 million per year 
for administrative costs and personnel services. The attorney general will retain oversight responsibility for all 
of the duties assumed by the lottery. 
 
The transfer of licensing and monitoring will occur in four phases: 
 
¨  Phase 1 --  Licensing and renewals of existing organizations. This process is expected to begin Septem-

ber 1. Central to this phase is the implementation of a comprehensive database to track licenses and li-
cense applications, and interested applicants will be able to apply on-line. At present, approximately 
2,000 organizations have been issued licenses for charitable gaming purposes. New applicants will also 
apply directly with the Ohio Lottery Commission -- as long as they are registered as a charitable organiza-
tion with the attorney general's office. 

 
¨  Phase 2 --  Site visits. On or before June 1, 2005, the Ohio Lottery Commission will implement site visits 

with license holders. These visits will include a review of records to determine compliance with record-
keeping requirements. Among the tasks will be to verify the source of a licensee's bingo supplies, ensur-
ing that supplies have been purchased from licensed suppliers. 

 
¨  Phase 3 --  Auditing of licensees. This phase involves extensive auditing of licensees' financial records 

and verification that contributions are being properly distributed to charitable organizations. 
 
¨  Phase 4 --  Settlement or revocation. Should a licensee fail to remain in good standing, the Ohio Lottery 

will conduct a conference and recommend settlement terms to correct outstanding issues or revocation of 
a license. The lottery serves in an advisory capacity to the attorney general's office. Authority to imple-
ment the recommendations rests solely with the attorney general's office. Charitable bingo license appli-
cations and information are currently available by calling the attorney general's office at 614/466-3180, or 
on the attorney general's website at: www.ag.state.oh.us/sections/charitable_Law. Applications are also 
available by calling the Ohio Lottery Commission at 216/787-3261. 
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30th Anniversary Annual Meet ing/  Symposium 
Considered A Success By All! 

 
OCMA’s 30th Anniversary Celebration started off with bang at 11 AM  on August 12th with the 22nd 
Annual OCMA/Ed Shaffer Memorial Golf Tourney at the Royal American Golf Links in Galena.  Golfers 
could not have asked for a better day -  plenty of sunshine, not too warm, not too windy, just an 
overall beautiful day.  Twenty golfers participated in the event, and for the first time in the tourna-
ment’s history Steve Shaffer (Shaffer Distributing), son of Ed Shaffer, was a member of the 1st  Place 
team.  His team members included:  son Scott Shaffer, Dave Krystal (Rock-Ola) and Kerry Shaffer 
(Shaffer Amusement Co.).  2nd Place team included Bell Music’s David R. George, son David A. 
George, Tim O’Connor and Dean DiCarlo.  3rd Place team included:  Shaffer Services’ Andy Shaffer, 
Rick Murray, Ric Shoults and Bob Davis. Other winners were:  Longest  Dr ive (# 10)  Scott Shaffer 
Closest  t o t he Pin (# 12)   David Corey, Longest  Put t  (# 18)   Steve Shaffer. 
 
Next on the agenda was a fun-filled evening at OCMA’s Reception and Annual Dinner. Paul Corey pro-
vided a brief overview of OCMA’s thirty-year history and special recognition of OCMA’s Past Presidents 
and a very elite group known as “The Order of the Guardian Angels” that began in 1980. Of this elite 
group (Mario Cipolla, Amherst; Edward Elum, Massillon; Roy George, Painesville; Harold Hayes, Day-
ton; Raymond Lonsway, Niles; Clarence Neargarder, Celina; and August Van Brackel, Defiance) only 
two are still with us—Mario Cipolla and Harold Hayes.  Of OCMA’s 16 president’s (Don Van Brackel. 
John Elum, Maynard Hopkins, Dennis Hilligan, Richard George, Larry Van Brackel, Phillip Elum, David 
George, Ronald Rentz, Joseph Cardone,  Michael Zappa, Rodney Stebelton, William Westerhaus, Dean 
DiCarlo,  and Sean Richards) seven were in attendance.   Many prizes were awarded during the eve-
ning and winners included:  Warren Morgan, Tom Elum, Michael Saadeh, Randy Cesco, Jim Bremer, 
Rodney Stebelton, Robert Hull, Anthony Huey, Michael Zappa, Bud Dunlap and Bill Westerhaus. 
 
 
Friday’s activities began at 8:00 AM with a continental breakfast,  Next, OCMA President Sean Hughes 
welcomed attendees to the 30th Annual Meeting, and reported on the many activities of the past 
twelve months.  (Committee Reports , Annual Minutes, etc. were available on each table.) He then 
called on the Nominating Committee for its slate of candidates  for Directors,  whose term of office 
will end in 2006, and for the filling of an un-expired term ending in 2005.  Elected to fill a term ending 
in 2006 are:  James Comella, Cadillac Music (Cleveland), Phillip Elum, Elum Music (Massillon), Sean 
Richards, Hughes Music (Springfield) and Michael Zappa, Lorain Music (Crestline).  David A. George, 
Bell Music (Akron) was elected to fill the un-expired term ending in 2005.  OCMA Executive Director 
David Corey and Director Michael Fowler (W-K Music, Columbus) gave an in-depth pool and dart re-
port and extended a huge “thank you” to all who worked so hard to make these events “top-notch”. 
 
The main item of discussion for the meeting was the draft resolution regarding the four-tier distribu-
tion system within the coin machine industry (see St raight  Talk  July, 2004 for copy).  After discus-
sion the resolution unanimously passed. Copies will be sent to the various state associations including 
AMOA and AAMA. 
  
Scholarship Chair Michael Zappa announced that the two winners of the 2004 OCMA-Paul A. Corey 
Scholarships were:  Lindsey Brown, sponsored by B & B Music, Cleveland, and Daniel McKee, spon-
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sored by Dixie Music, Hamilton.   
 
Lindsey Brown a graduate of Solon High School, has completed her sophomore year at Indiana University 
with a GPA of 3.66.  She is majoring in Health Education.  During her time at Indiana University, she has 
been on the Dean’s list each semester and is an honor roll student. In addition, she is a member of Alpha 
Epsilon Phi and chairs their scholarship committee.  
 
For the past four years she has spent her summers as an overnight camp counselor and that is the reason 
she was  unable to be present.  However, her father, Evan Brown was on hand to accept the certificate on 
her behalf. 
 
Daniel  McKee is a 2004 graduate of Hamilton High School with a GPA of 4.7.  Out of a class of 558 stu-
dents he was in the top 20 of his class and on the Gold Honor Roll.  While a student at Hamilton High, Dan 
served as Treasurer of the National Honor Society and Captain of the Butler County Youth Hockey Team. 
 
This fall, Dan will enter Ohio State University where he will major in Engineering.  Due to a death in the 
family Dan was not able to be present and arrangements are being made to present him with his certificate 
at a more convenient time.  
 
 
President Richards then introduced the meeting’s keynote speaker AMOA Treasurer Jim Pietrangelo (Top 
Draw Enterprises, Winchester, VA).  Mr. Pietrangelo updated attendees on the latest AMOA happenings and 
took time to present a three-night Las Vegas hotel gift (to be used during the AMOA Expo) to lucky winner 
Tim Lacey of Rock-ola. 
 
Following the close of the Annual Meeting and a quick break, Brad Circone (Circone +  Associates) and Bill 
Kistner (Kistner & Company) began the third, and final phase of the three-part marketing symposium - 
“ Promot ions in t he Ent ert ainment  I ndust ry”  which began at the 2003 Annual Meeting. (Phase I - 
“Are You Commanding Future Prof it s or  Sit t ing in t he Present  Wait ing t o Lose I t  All?” and Phase 
II  - “The Ot her Side of  t he Coin”.) 
 
Brad and Bill both did an outstanding job and attendees participated in work sessions and role playing 
situations.  In addition, special guest speakers Mick Skelton of Coors Brewing,  Todd Fusner, Account Man-
ager Clear Channel (WNCI) and Trish Garrett of TEAM Enterprises (an event marketing consulting firm) 
passed along numerous solid “tips” that should benefit  everyone .   
 
All Symposium attendees were winners.  MEDALIST provided each attendee with a  Dart Promotion Tourna-
ment Kit (retail value - $98 each) and MERIT supplied every operator with one free month of MegaNET ser-
vice for One machine (retail value - $39 each).  In addition, Dennis Winchell (Castle Music, Barberton) won 
a Golden Tee Carnival King Full Kit (retail value - $1245); Jeff Reed (BJ Novelty, Covington, KY)) won 6 
months MegaNet service for 5 machines (retail value - $1170); Dean DiCarlo (Bell Music, Akron) won a 
Merit 2005 New software kit (retail value - $500); and Sean Richards (Hughes Music, Springfield) won a 
Golden Tee Promo Campaign and Collateral program that includes GT’s National Promotion Manager to 
work with him for one year. 
 
I f you didn’t take the time to attend this year’s annual meeting, the loss was certainly yours.  This was an 
outstanding event that included something for everyone.  
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Annual Meet ing & Symposium  Pict or ial   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (L-R)  AMOA Treasurer Jim Pietrangelo, David Corey  
(OCMA Exec. VP) and Sean Richards (OCMA President) 
                                     

                                     
 
 
 

Scholarship Chair Mike Zappa (l)                                 
presents Evan Brown with daughter     
Lindsey’s scholarship certificate. 

(L-R) Jim Pietrangelo, Phillip and Tom Elum (Elum Music, 
Massillon) discuss some of the latest AMOA happenings. 

(L) Rock-ola’s Tim Lacey is presented with 
a certificate for a 3-night stay in Las Vegas 
during the AMOA Expo by Treasurer Jim 
Pietrangelo.   

(L-R) OCMA Director Mike Zappa, Past President Jim Hayes, 
wife Sue, and OCMA 2nd VP Dan Harder take a moment to 
smile for the camera. 
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(L-R) Dennis Winchell (Castle Music, Barberton), Evan 
Brown (B & B Music, Cleveland), AMOA’s Jim Pietrangelo, 
and OCMA Director Rod Stebelton (Stebelton Music & 
Vending, Lancaster) 

Just two of the many groups working on their presenta-
tions during the “hands-on” part of the “Promotions in the 
Entertainment Industry” symposium. 

Brad Circone explains one of the many areas 
operators need to examine when planning for 
the future. 

( L-R) Brad Circone & Bill Kistner 
introduce Trish Garrette  of 
TEAM Enterprises. 
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More photos pf the groups  
developing their specific plan 
during the “hands-on” portion 
of the symposium. 
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(L-R) OCMA Past Presidents 
Dean DiCarlo, Rodney Stebelton 
and Mike Zappa pose beside 
one of the pictorial boards fea-
turing OCMA’s presidents. 

Big City Vending’s John Rizek 
proudly poses with (l) Diane M. 
Giesse (President, American 
Whistle Corp., Columbus) and his 
wife Susan (r). 

(L-R) Director Mike Zappa and 
Exec. VP David Corey proudly 
show-off a display honoring 
OCMA’s Seven Guardian Angels. 
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Kama Reed (BJ Novelty) and Doug Hall (R L 
Hull & Sons) present their group’s plan based 
on the exercise given them. 

(L-R) Mike Zappa and Andy 
Shaffer congratulate OCMA Exec. 
Director Judy Martin on another 
successful annual meeting. 

The various teams presented their plan at 
the conclusion of the Symposium. 

There were many solid ideas generated 
through this exercise which can generate 
positive cash-box results.  
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Golf Couldn’t  Have Been Bet ter!   
 

With gorgeous weather, including a nice breeze and plenty of sunshine, things could not have been 
better for the 20 golfers who gathered at the Royal American Links Golf Course for the 18th Annual 
OCMA/Ed Shaffer Memorial Golf Tourney.  
 
 

 
 
 
    
 

       1st Place 
 
(L-R) Shaffer Distributing’s Steve Shaffer 
and  Scott Shaffer, Columbus; Kerry Shaffer 
(Shaffer Amusement Co., Dayton); and 
Dave Krystal (Merit Industries) 
 
 
(Editor’s note:  In the tourney’s 18 years 
this is the first time Steve Shaffer’s team 
won.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 

2nd Place    
(L-R)  Tim O’Connor, David R. George,  
David A. George and Dean DiCarlo 
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      3rd Place   
 
     (L-R) Shaffer Services’ Andy Shaffer,  
Ric Murray, Ric Shoults, and Bob Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(L-R)  Warren Morgan (Arachnid) Sean Richards (Hughes  
Music, Springfield), Jim Pietrangelo (AMOA Treasurer), 
and Tim Lacey (Rock-Ola) 
 
                                                                   (L-R)  Joe Bundra (Global VR), Tom   
                   Elum (Elum Music, Massillon)  Bill  
         Imber (Ecast) and David Corey (OCMA 
         Exec. VP) 
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OHIO COIN MACHINE ASSOCIATION 
3757 Indianola Ave.  

Columbus, OH  43214-3753 
614/784-9772  *  FAX 614/784-9771 

 
E-mail ocma@the-ocma.org 
Web site  www.the-ocma.org 

 

   SERVICE                                       INTEGRITY                       DEPENDABILITY 

STRAI GHT TALK 
Of f icial Publicat ion of  the 

Ohio Coin Machine Associat ion 
 

Execut ive Commit t ee 
  
 Sean Richards             President 
  Dewey Laughlin            1st Vice President 
  Daniel Harder              2nd Vice President 
  Michael Fowler           Secretary 
  Rodney Stebelton              Treasurer 
  Dean DiCarlo             Board Chair 
 
                  Directors  
 James Bremer     James Comella  
  Phillip Elum      David A. George  
  Larry Van Brackel     William Westerhaus 
                  Michael Zappa 
 
                            Staf f  
 David Corey             Executive Vice President 
  Judith Martin           Executive Director 
  Kimberly Corey          Administrative Assistant 

Mark Your 2004 Calendar  
 
Sept. 30 -        AMOA Expo 2004 
October 2        Las Vegas Convention Center 
 
October 8-10  OCMA Singles Pool Tournament 
                        Canton Civic Center 
 
 
 

Schools Open  
 Please Drive    
      Safely! 
 


	Page #1
	Page #2
	Page #3
	Page #4
	Page #5
	Page #6
	Page #7
	Page #8
	Page #9
	Page #10
	Page #11
	Page #12
	Page #13
	Page #14
	Page #15
	Page #16

